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THE WOODFINS
BUILT THEIR NEW HOME
FOR THEMSELVES AND
THEIR GUESTS

BY JESSIE AMMONS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIANA BROUGH

WALK INTO THE WOODFIN
household and you are apt to be greeted
with drinks and hors d'oeuvres, no marter
the time of day. "Would you like water
- sparkling or still? Or I can make a cocktail,

or open a bottle of wine. And I have cheese,

or [ ean fix a snack!” offers Terry Woedfin,

Terry and husband Chris Woodfin recently

entered their longplanned downsizing phase after

their kids - Chase, 27, and Chelsea, 24 -

rercenen
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HOW THEY LIVE

ey

The pantry is Pinterest-worthy with a backlit shelf beckoning you to snacks in glass jars.

Besides being pratty, it's practical for antertaining. "I can see everything out in fromt

of me, and | know when my supply is low of anything,” Terry says.

graduared from East Chapel Hill High and left the nest for college and
careers a few years ago. The couple, who raised their family in a home
off Weaver Dairy Road, made the decision to build a Craftsman
house on a wooded lot five miles south of downtown Chapel Hill, and
they designed and built it with an eye 1o hosting family and friends.

The Woodfins purchased their homesite in June 2015 and moved
in a year later. *1 had always wanted to buy a piece of property and
build,” Chris, an EVP/CFO ar Community Care of NC, says, "And
once | make a decision, 1 like to go ahead and get it done." His zeal
is complemented by Terry's crganization - something that comes
naturally for the interior designer. "Maoving can be very disruptive,”
she says, "but it should not stop your life.”

The decision came after much deliberation and planning. Once
Chase and Chelsea were both out of the house, Terry and Chris began
discussing a downsize. Ar first, the children were slightly unsertled ar
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the prospect. But during Chelsea's senior year at UNC, she returned
to their former house and said, as Chris recalls, "You know, this
house is where we grew up, but it's just a house. Our home is
where you guys are.”

Chelsea's sentiment became the guiding principle for her parents’
plans for the new build, one dreamed up during owo years living in
a rental house. The new house, tucked away a few miles southeast of
Southern Village, is based on an exterior design by an Atlantabased
architect. From there, the Woodfins designed their own floorplan.

HEART OF THE HOME

“This was a downsize for us, even though we don't feel like we lost
much space,” Chris says. Rather than five bedrooms, they now have
three; and instead of a formal dining and living space, they havea
conjoined kitchen, den and breakfast nook puncruated by a soaring
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The floor-to-ceiling cabinets
in the kitchen give the Woodfins plenty
of storage — not that they need it
'with a dream pantry a few feet away.

The master bath is on the first
floor so they can age in place. “We think
this is where we'll stay,” Terry says of the
house. Chris agress: “We'll retire here.”

shiplapped carhedral o r and French
thar 110 T
‘e still have all of the urilioy because of
pen concept,” Terry explains.

v allso comies from sheer space,

subway tile and dark leathered romghedge
granite countermops = feamine an island
with seven harstools: five leather seats

amd two end stools, “We like o joke thar
o day we can have five grandk

lseerie,™ Claris 5 sturing ar the five
leather seats, “and we'll sit on the end and
e albile b hook ar all of them,”

Joking aside, the space is indeed
arranged to promote comviviality. "In lieu
of the: formal dining room, we have this
farm table,” Terry says. The farm table is a
starwlout part of the kitchen, an eample

mily-oriente
“hris and Terry's entertaini

1 the wood from a

olina. “I found an artisan on Ersy ed
in FuguayVarina, and we had this enstom-
e, Ircan sear 10, plenty of folks &
healthy dinner party, and also maintains
the unigque characrer of its salvamed history,
“You can see where there were holes in the
wood,” Terry points oit. “Chelsea siys she
can still recall hearing the carpenter bees
o the day they got the wood.” »
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The porch is Terry's favorite place in the house. With fireplace, TV and bar,
it's a cozy spot for entertaining — or to enjoy alone. ©1 like to go out there and catch
the evening news and have a glass of wirne,” she says.
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HOW THEY LIVE

THE RIGHT FIT

Like the wood Chelsea sabeaged for the farm table, the entire Woodfin home is a balanced
representation of the whole family. Chris and Terry built the home to be simultanecusly rustic
and fresh, a place where friends and family are always welcome. And they are. “Two nights
after we moved in, we sat at the farm table with friends who brought us takeout for dinner,”
Terry says. "That's how we want this phase to go." For Chris's birthday over Memorial Day
weckend, Chase and Chelsea, who works nearby at Strata Solar, retumned home for a family
stayeation of sorts. “We are on every surface,” Terry says. “We are on the porch, at the table, ar
the bar. We broke it in."
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Atop the Woodbridgs Furniture
chaest is a gothic arched window
framae, an antiqua piece collected
by the family over 19 years ago.
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Chris has a vintage Coca-Cola vending machine in his office. “That's been in my family
since the 1950s. It's always a good conversation starter.” He lkeeps coins in an old metal tin
atop the vending machine so guests can fetch a drink when they visit.



HoW THEY LIVE

GATHER

Before the custom-built farm table that now defines the kitchen's eating nook, the
‘Woodfins had another dining table. That one, zmaller and circular, was made by a
family friend 32 years ago. Chelsea and Chris shared family meals at the table for their
entire lives, so when it came time to move, nobody could imagine giving it away.
Instead, it now takes up a comer of the screened porch. 'When the kids are home, the
Woodfins still dine alfresco around the familiar communal spot, and now, it's great for
hosting friends for a casual meal. too.

FIND YOUR
DREAM HOME

L

"Using Chris Knapp as our real estate agent
was a fantastic experience. She has an amazing
attention to detail and will definitely go the
extra mile for her clients.

Alex Raab & Kym Gowdy
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HOoW THEY LIVE

It immediately felt like home,"” Terry says.
“We're very happy. This is our retreat.

The We in Weaver Street Realty

; ; e relish the local fare, from food trucks to 5 stars.

C ; e can point you to local brews, from beans to hops.
; ; e believe food and land are best close to hand.
C C e know this community, from grits to granola.
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Weaver Street
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IT TAKES _
Thanks to her industry experience,
Terry knew exactly who to call to
‘make their design-build perfect.
“ll of our contractars, everybody,
was amazing,” she says. Here's the
roundup.

Hill built the horme.

Klassic Electric Services in Chapel
Hill helped install specialty lighting.
‘Carolina Closets Fill,nin_c:rapg

Hill are to thank for all of the closets.

~ including his and hers walk-ins in
ma-mastu'-'si.it!'-Terry;:nl’ﬁc:&and
the walk-through pantry sheltving
~and its lighting.
Although the Woodfins didnt buy
@ lot of new fumiture, much of
what they did purchase came from
m Classic Furniture in
Granite Falls, M.C_

Flipping Fugquay made the kitchen
farm table.

Cabinet Creations in Moncure,
M.C., helped with rustic details,

“including the den's wooden mantel.

HOW THEY LIVE

It's usually recommended to paint their
particular style of Craftsman home at
least three different colors, including
accent trim. “1 couldn't do it,” Terry says
of choosing the colors. She elected to go
classic. "l just went all one color: white.
Even the trim."

Nat that the home needed breaking in.
You'd never guess the couple have lived
there for just a few months, and that's by
Terry's professional design. “We said, ‘let's
ot allow this move stop our life,™ she
says. “She has a system,” Chris says with
a chudde, *and it works. We didn't want
o be thaose people who move in and six
manrhs larer are still living out of bostes.™

With windows overlooking forest views
and the open concept of the house, the
settled feel is also simply genuine. “It
immediarely felr like home,” Terry says.
"W'e're very happy. This i our rerear.” TH0
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